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Executive Summary

Background

SeGa is a social enterprise which gives training courses to corporates and nonprofit
organizations that give training to their beneficiaries. It is the only entity in the Middle East
that is specified in experiential learning and organizational coaching as it uses an approach
called Deep Active learning under the name FIRST. The idea behind the integration between
active and deep learning is to promote interactions between learners, involve fun experiences,
enhance in depth thinking and reflections of what is learned and its applications. Also, active
deep learning includes the change of the design of the learning process to include enhancing
awareness and understanding, increasing responsibility, and confidence to achieve the desired
change. Accordingly, FIRST model was designed for the facilitation of the Active Deep
Learning Experience. FIRST model is a 15 steps of training principles which is comprised of
main domains; each is represented by one of FIRST’s letters as follows:

e F: Focusing on the learner’s behavior,

I: Interacting within positive group dynamics,

R: Reviewing actively, Sequencing activities,

T: Transforming learning into performance.
Each domain is further mapped to 3 principles with the associated behavioral competencies
depicted by the facilitator while facilitating trainings which leads finally to the 15 steps.

Purpose of the Evaluation

This is an outcome evaluation which took place after Sawaa’ed’s Program Training of
Trainers (TOT) has finished which is provided by SeGa Team to prepare the trainers to be
facilitators and aims to measure the impact of TOT principles on the second learners. The
first purpose of the evaluation is to evaluate how Sawaa'ed graduates are implementing
FIRST! principles in their training courses. The second purpose of the evaluation is to
measure the effect of Sawaa’ed on the reactions, initial learning and application of the end
learners. Accordingly, the evaluation question was formulated to be "' Did Sawaa’ed’s

graduates apply the FIRST TOT principles? and how did Sawaa’ed affect the reactions

TFIRST is training principles sheet which Sawaa’ed uses to evaluate their trainers during the TOT
training and coaching stage. This tool is used by the trainer coach to see how much of the principles
he or she grasped. In this evaluation this FIRST tool is for the first time used with second learners to
measure the effect of Sawaa’ed TOT
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and initial learning and application of the end learners?”. This evaluation took place

within the months of February to May 2017.

Evaluation Design and Methodology

The evaluation steps included: 1) ldentifying stakeholders; 2) Creating logic model;
3) Asking evaluation questions; 4) Designing evaluation to answer the questions; 5) Deciding
on the methods for collecting data; 6) Analyzing the data; 7) Making judgments and; 8)
Disseminating and using the information. The Participatory approach was used to develop the
logic model and the evaluation process and from the logic model, the activities of Sawaa'ed
program which is divided into 8 strategies were identified. However, only one strategy was
chosen which is "Providing training and mentoring" in order to conduct evaluation process
for it. Furthermore, we have developed an evaluation which incorporates a mixture of the
developmental evaluation, first level and initial second level in the “Kirkpatrick’s Four
Levels Model” which are the reaction and initial learning and application. We intended to
measure reaction, initial learning and application because they will help SeGa team to
understand how well the training was received by their audience and it will help them to
improve the training course for future participants as well as to identify the missing topics
from the training. Accordingly, we collected both quantitative ordinal data and qualitative
data using two different instruments. First, we conducted an in-depth interview with the two
of the recent graduate from Sawaa’ed journey in order to explore how they applied FIRST
principles in their sessions and to give them the chance to self-assess their performance for
future improvements. Second, we conducted a structured personal interview to measure the
reaction, initial learning and application of the end learners and to collect qualitative data
about their opinions on the facilitators teaching techniques and how they applied the FIRST
principles. Third, we collected ordinal data by developing an online survey with Likert scale
to measure if the beneficiaries: strongly disagree, disagree, neutral, agree, or strongly agree.
The aim of this online survey is to measure the reaction of the end learners as explained

above.

Evaluation Participants
The sample consists of nine youth and adults who were trained by two Sawaa’ed
Program Graduates from same organization which is ‘Anwar Resala’. The rationale for using

this sample is to get the last graduates from Sawaa’ed’s journey, so they are in the
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implementation stage for the FIRST principles in the training sessions that they conducted in
April which are about “Team Building” and “Personality Types”. Thus, we preferred to
collect this sample due to the accessibility to the subjects of the sample because of the limited
time. The sample diversified according to gender to be three males and six females ranging in
age from 19 to 35. The sample is provided by the trainers, as they asked the end learners for
whom would like to join in this evaluation and they provided us with their Contact

information.

Overview of Evaluation Findings

The data collected from the sample aforementioned was both quantitative and
qualitative. The results showed that Sawaa’ed graduates who participated in this sample, do
use FIRST principles in their training courses. However, they do not use all the principles and
they are also not used within the same amount. In both trainings, the short time was considered
a drawback since it was only three-hour session. The second part of the evaluation which was
conducted through in depth interviews, showed that the trainers were able to have a positive
effect on the end learners. Amongst these positive effects, was that the end learners were
actually able to apply what they have learned from the courses material in their personal and
professional lives. Other positive effects revolved around the basic learning abilities of the end
learners. The end learners discussed that they were able to understand the training material and
also to reflect on what they took in the training courses with the other end learners. It was
shared by all the end learners in different parts of the interviews that sharing their opinions and
feeling confident enough to express their feelings amongst the group of end learners was a very
powerful tool. This tool was self-empowering for some end learners as it was their first time to
go through such an experience. On the other hand, it was requested that the trainers should
improve the training time and the training courses documentation. Finally, it is worth noting
that the evaluation showed that Sawaa’ed TOT is positively contributing to SeGa’s outcomes
based on their logic model. However, in order to further understand this positive effect and to
improve Sawaa’ed program, SeGa team need to build a fixed user friendly second learner

evaluation system.

Overview of Recommendations
Based on this evaluation, there are basically two recommendations. First, it is

recommended to start an evaluation system with the end learners of Sawaa’ed Project.
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Secondly, it is essential to improve the implementation of FIRST principles through tailored
and practical techniques which can be measured in the second learner evaluation and be used
to improve the TOT itself. Under these two main recommendations, there are several sub
recommendations which implies the importance of creating an evaluation for the end learners
to ensure the creation of an effective learning environment as well. In addition, improving the
learning techniques will be possible only when all the stakeholders are involved in evaluating

the end learners experience, not only the trainers.

SeGa Team Background

SeGa is a social enterprise that started with a team of passionate professionals who
are working to leave an impact through learning and coaching. Their mission is to develop
human developers by supporting them. Therefore, they are the only entity in the Middle East
that is specified in experiential learning and organizational coaching. SeGa team gives a
training course for the corporates and use the same material to provide the same course to
non-profit organizations that give training to their beneficiaries. The approach of SeGa of
Active deep learner experience is created through facilitation of face-to-face learning setup,
by incorporating some advanced active strategies with deep strategies tools and techniques -
inherited from the coaching arena - to reach SeGa active deep framework under the name
FIRST. The dimensions of “active” refers to the orientation of the session to include
movement, fun theory, game based learning, and gamification which emphasize the
engagement and experiential learning for the participants. While the dimensions for “deep”’
involves brain based learning, brain sciences, and higher level of learning outcomes which
assert the presence of impact, reflective learning approach, and coaching. Therefore, SeGa’s
philosophy aims to link these two dimensions in order to reach a deep impactful experience.
The idea behind the integration between active and deep learning is: (1) To combine the
group interaction and active participation in learning environment to make learners live
through experience; (2) To involve fun concept, interacting with others, practice and apply
what they are learning in the learning experience; (3) To get in-depth thinking about the
abilities, potential, being aware of himself and a reflection of what he learned and its
applications in workplace and life through the basics of coaching; and (4) To change the
design of the learning process to include enhancing awareness, understanding, increasing

responsibility, and confidence to achieve the desired change. Thereby, the strategies that
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SeGa follows to reach their objectives are: cooperative learning, effective discussion, balance
between group, pairing and individual activities, blending different energy levels, educational

games, simulation and role plays, and reflective learning activities.

So far, this paper has focused on Sawaa'ed journey which is a training program that is
provided by SeGa team for the community where they target human developers who are non-
specialists working in the learning field such as learning facilitators, learning designers, and
learning project managers. Therefore, they target student unions in universities, non-profit
organizations, and informal groups of trainers or teachers. The following section will discuss
in details the evaluation process that our team conducted for about three months with
Sawaa’ed’s team. Sawaa’ed have implemented 29 journeys since April 2014 till present. The
three main learning outcomes from Sawaa’ed journey is that the participants are changed
from KSA which refers to knowledge- Skills- Attitude to ASK which is explained as the
following:

A: Participants live an Active deep learning journey and change their mindsets about how to
create impact through learning events.
S: Design and Facilitate active deep learning Sessions.

K: Identify active deep learning concepts, tools, and technique.

The duration of the journey is 40 hour sessions which are divided into: 5 weekly
sessions that include 28 hours with work-load for submitting missions and the team is also
interacting over WhatsApp. Besides, 5 weeks of remote mentorship that encompasses hour
work-load for delivering the final project. Turning now to Sawaa’ed’s Philosophy and
Obijectives, the journey aims to provide its participants with (1) Living a real experience of
active deep learning; (2) Experiential training on some simple skills to design and facilitate
learning; (3) The ability to use different active deep learning concepts and tools to achieve a
deeper and more sustainable outcome through the educational process; (4) An exposure to
new ideas on experiential exercises; and (5) Taking Sawaa’ed’s foundational program as a

mean towards other advanced programs in design and facilitation.

Description of the Program Theory for Conducting an Evaluation

As defined by Rogers et al. (2000), program theory is a theory upon which the

evaluators design the way according to which the program is going to work. This is the case
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that shows what is the value-added to evaluations that use this approach. The program theory
evaluation includes a clear theory for the causes of the intended outcomes in the program and
the evaluation tools used to guide this model (Rogers et al., 2000). In addition, the usage of
this theory helps the staff of the organization to identify the intermediate outcomes that lead
to the anticipated program goals and objectives. The definition is provided by Rogers et al.
(2000) shows the importance of program theory evaluation in (1) Understanding why
programs do or do not work; (2) Testing the model and the steps within the model; (3)
Attributing outcomes to the program; (4) Showing the cause and effect within the program;
(5) Helping in the improvement of the program; (6) Articulating theory which can help staff
clarify the program components; and (7) Allowing measurement as you go rather than
waiting until the end which helps in keeping the program on the right track. Thus, the use of
the Logic Models is a way to apply this theory through the program. Thereby, it is necessary
here to clarify exactly what is meant by logic Model as “It is a systematic and visual way to
present and share your understanding of the relationships among the resources you have to
operate your program, the activities you plan, and the changes or results you hope to achieve”
(W. W. Kellogg Foundation, 2004; p.1). Thus, the logic model provides the stakeholders with
a clear map of the road ahead and enable them to identify outcomes and anticipate ways to
measure them. This shows that a logic model is a tool used by funders, managers, and
evaluators of programs to evaluate the effectiveness of a program. This definition highlights
the usage of the logic model to present a picture of how your effort or initiative is supposed
to work and to explain why your strategy is a good solution to the problem at hand.
Therefore, the effective logic models make an explicit, often visual, statement of the

activities that bring the change from the results generated from the evaluation process.

Comprehensive Description of Evaluation Design and Methodology

In the light of the above, we conducted our consultation work in SeGa according to the steps

in evaluation which are:

Identify stakeholders
Create logic model
Ask evaluation questions

Design evaluation to answer the questions

a & w0 N e

Decide methods for collecting data
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6. Analyze data
7. Make judgments

8. Disseminate and use information.

First, in our first meeting with SeGa team, we planned to use the participatory
approach in developing the logic model and the evaluation process. The participatory
approach ensures the commitment, ownership, follow-up and feedback on the performance of
the team. This approach provides a learning process in which the organization learns from the
different perspectives of the partners and practice inclusion of partners in planning and
delivery of the evaluation plan. According to Mugambi & Kanda (2013), M&E plan is
preferable to be done through a participatory approach with the stakeholders to communicate
on a formal or informal basis and exchange information about the products and/or services
that are being offered by the project. Thus, individuals and groups can improve their
evaluation skills and build their evaluation capacity. In addition, managers and stakeholder
should be able to analyze and interpret the collected data. Thereby, we asked them to arrange
a meeting with different stakeholders, so the participation is done through formulating an
evaluation team that included program participants as well as all levels of staff members.
Hence, this approach will offer a collaborative process in which everybody will work in this
process of evaluation in all the stages, starting from the evaluation design, data collection,
and interpretation of results. Therefore, we chose the stakeholders according to some criteria
which are: a person who has substantial ego, credibility, power, money or other capital
invested in a program, a person position could be affected by the findings and the actions
taken on the findings, a person that might use the evaluation findings be used and by whom, a
person that will be affected by the evaluation if recommendations are made and acted upon.
The founder for SeGa team, Trainers, Facilitators, Researcher, Curriculum developer,
Mentors, Program officer, Program Manager, and participants.

Second, we developed a logic model because it is a learning tool that serves to
increase the stakeholders’ voice in the planning, design, implementation, analysis, and
knowledge generation within the program. We chose this process because it enables the team
to understand the challenges that they face and enables them to be aware of their available
resources and the time boundary they need to achieve their target within. Moreover, it allows
the team to balance their focus on the big picture. We used the logic model, as it improves the

participatory role within SeGa because they did not have a brainstorming before with all the
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stakeholders. We recognize that setting a meeting with the stakeholders to develop a logic
model is essential in building community capacity and strengthening community voice
among them. During designing the logic model, we determined the available resources for the
inputs; then, we tried to figure out the activities they perform within their program Sawaa’ed
and the strategies they use to conduct these activities. Yet, we divided the strategies into eight
different strategies and decided to choose only one strategy which is ‘Providing Training and
Mentoring’ to start conducting the evaluation process for it. Therefore, we figured out that
the outputs which are the implementation of 5 days 5 hours training session, the number of
participants, and the mentoring process of the participants in the on-job training. Moreover,
we determined the short-term outcomes for the first strategy and started to conduct an
evaluation of these outcomes. In this case, the short-term outcomes are the change in the
mindset of the participants which includes the change in their behavior and attitudes
throughout facilitating their training sessions. Whilst the intermediate outcomes are about
learning new skills for facilitation after participating in Sawaa’ed. By the end of this session,
we identified the evaluation question which the stakeholder's chose that will enable them to
get the opinions of the end learners. This shows how the logic model is a useful method for
planning to an evaluation process in order to learn from the findings and use the results in

decision making. A copy of this logic model can be found in Appendix D.

The Evaluation Process

Third, we stated the evaluation process by defining the evaluation according to
Abraham (2014), “It is a periodic assessment of a project’s relevance, performance,
efficiency, and impact (both expected and unexpected) in relation to stated objectives” (p.
15). The term evaluation refers to a systematic, integrated, planned, purposeful techniques
that involve collecting data in order to answer questions and address issues within the
program. This definition shows that the evaluation process could be used to enhance the
decision-making process and knowledge within the organization. Moreover, it is a practical
process for knowing the best way for using the available resources to get better at what we
do. As illustrated by Hunnicutt (2007), the aim of the evaluation process is (1) To get
feedback so you can make improvements; (2) To verify that you are doing what you think
you are doing; (3) To demonstrate the value of your programs; (3) To measure the change
they do in the beneficiaries; (4) To secure or maintain funding; (5) To establish
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accountability; and (6) To figure out what works and what fit well with their program (pp.
14-15).

As per the previous explanation, we started the evaluation process in SeGa with a
target (1) To learn how efficiently things are being done; (2) To develop the lesson learned,
so future program and projects of a similar nature can be improved; (3) To determine the
extent to which goals have been achieved; and (4) To determine how effective a project or
program has been conducted. Based on the course content, we used the developmental
evaluation to design a suitable model that fits with the context of SeGa. The term
developmental evaluation was first used by Patton (2008), Developmental Evaluation (DE) is
an approach to evaluation in innovative settings where goals are emergent and changing
rather than predetermined and fixed. This evaluation is suitable for programs operating in
highly complex, emergent dynamics, nonlinear conditions, and interdependent interaction.
DE aims to produce context-specific understandings that inform ongoing innovation which
involves leadership function that is achieved because of the presence of reality-testing, result-
focused, learning-oriented leadership. We developed an evaluation which incorporates a
mixture of the developmental evaluation, first level and initial second level in the
“Kirkpatrick’s Four Levels Model” which are the reaction, initial learning, and application. In
the reaction level, the evaluation could help to figure out the degree to which the participants
find the training favorable, engaging and relevant to their jobs through customer satisfaction,
engagement, and relevance. Consequently, the reaction level helps the organizations to share
the experience which the participants got throughout attending the training, so it helps them
to evaluate the beneficiaries’ satisfaction. Regarding the initial learning and application, the
evaluation could help to identify the basics of what the end learners have learned from the

training sessions and how they are going to apply it.

As described in the previous paragraph, we use this evaluation type to enhance the
organizational learning and development through adapting innovation to change the program
model based on emergent conditions and dynamic realities and changes within the
organization. Thus, DE supports social innovation and response to changed circumstances
after understanding the current situation in order to alter tactics, so the program changes
annually in significant ways and new evaluation questions developed. All this will help the
organization to have adaptive management. Moreover, the developmental evaluation supports

the organization to be innovative, adaptive, participative, and a true learning organization
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because it opens a room for ongoing conversation between the donor, the program developer,
social innovators, and the elevator which need to be highly committed to the program. DE
encompasses evaluative and program's design thinking which facilitates strategic learning
about the status of the program and help in improving the situation for the future. DE requires
establishing an evaluation design that is willing to measure the data in an appropriate way;
therefore, the organization is willing to adjust and stay in touch with unfolding plans in order
for the program developer to respond strategically. DE helps the stakeholders to understand
the circumstances deeply which provide them with the needed information to contextualize
their own evaluation technique that is suitable for the program. This adaptation to the
program according to the context and real-time insights affect the strategic learning along the
way. We intended to measure reaction, initial learning and application because they will help
SeGa team to understand how well the training was received by their audience and it will
help them to improve the training course for future participants as well as to identify the

missing topics from the training.

With respect to our incorporated evaluation, we designed a feedback online survey
which is relevant to their context and practical work due to the limited time we have to
collect the data. These online surveys are designed with an objective to obtain the data
quickly and easily in order to build the evaluation capacity of SeGa team. We designed the
online survey using a participatory approach in which the questions are articulated
collectively with Sawaa’ed’s team and they share it with other stakeholders in order to take
their comments in our considerations before starting data collection. Using the first level in
Kirkpatrick’s model is inexpensive for gathering and analyzing the data, as we used Google’s
form to conduct the online survey and website offers an add-on in which it generates the data

analysis simultaneously when the respondent submits the online survey.

Data Type

We collected both quantitative ordinal data and qualitative data using two different
instruments. First, we conducted an in-depth interview with the two of the recent graduate
from Sawaa’ed journey in order to explore how they applied FIRST principles in their

sessions. The results of this interview helped us in getting more information about how
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FIRST could be applied by a trainer which in return helped us to write the questions guide for

a structured in-depth interviews with the second learners using the qualitative approach.

Second, we conducted a structured personal interview in order to collect qualitative data
about the opinions of the end learners for the facilitators teaching techniques and how they
applied the FIRST principles. We intended to use the qualitative data because of its benefit to
generate interviews for samples with small size and document true stories from their
experience that facilitates the generalization of the data for most of the participants in the
session to get in-depth understanding of the situation (Erickson, as cited in Bamberger et al.,
2012). In addition, these two interviews with the graduates and the end learners are a way to
emphasize the validity of the data that we got from two different perspectives. As introduced
by Carol & Mandle (2001) that Validity show how the findings are representing truthfulness
(as cited Whittemore)

Third, we collected ordinal data by developing an online survey with Likert scale to
measure if the beneficiaries: strongly disagree, disagree, neutral, agree, or strongly agree. We
used a survey in order to get the advantages of quantitative data, so we could explore the FIRST
principles which are most applicable by the trainers. The survey allows us to conduct a set of
questions that are asked in the same exact manner with a fixed set of possible responses using
the Likert scale. Thus, the answers can be easily compared between the end learners. We sent
the survey to the participants after the interview over the internet and follow-up with them to
fill it in as soon as possible. Moreover, some questions in the survey is getting the same answer
for the FIRST principle which could help us in ensuring the reliability of the data, as the
interviewees answered the survey independently. Therefore, the collection for quantitative data
is a method for checking that all the participants are giving the same information every time
they answer the questions (Bamberger et al., 2012)

We supported the qualitative data by collecting quantitative ones as mentioned by
Bamberger et al. (2012) that the benefit for using qualitative approach is that it tells the
evaluator about the things that the quantitative approach fails to deliver, such as the experience,
the context, and the process. Thereby, using the qualitative approach allows the participants to
share their stories. Because of the small size of the sample, we planned to ensure the validity

of the data to represent the truthfulness of findings through doing triangulation for quantitative
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and qualitative methods by using different sources of data in-depth interviews and

questionnaires to rely on different forms of evidence to locate themes.

Explanation of Evaluation Questions

This is an outcome evaluation which took place after Sawaa’ed’s Program Training of
Trainers (TOT) has finished as it prepares the trainers to be facilitators and aims to measure
the impact of TOT principles on the second learners. The results of this evaluation are used to
know how Sawaa’ed graduates applied the FIRST principles in their training sessions in Anwar
Resala in order to make the sessions more interactive and allow the second learners to grasp
the information without feeling bored. It will also be used within Sawaa’ed as a tool to create
the improvements needed in the program future TOTs and to understand which program does

best. The evaluation took place within the months of February to May 2017.

After many discussions with SeGa Team about the Logical Framework, we were
finally able to extract the final Evaluation Question which is "' Did Sawaa’ed’s graduates
apply the FIRST TOT principles? and how did Sawaa’ed affect the reactions and initial
learning and application of the end learners?”. Sawaa’ed program has always focused on
evaluating their first learners who are taking the program in order to be trainers. However,
after finishing the logical framework, it came to our attention that Sawaa’ed program will
achieve its goals in a more efficient way if we looked at it from a new perspective by
focusing the evaluation on the reactions, initial learning and application of the end learners
instead of focusing only on the first learners "Trainers". This new idea has never been
implemented before in the Sawaa’ed program as they didn’t consider before the reactions,
initial learning and application of the end learners. SeGa Team welcomed and agreed on this
new perspective because it will not only help them evaluate if Sawa’ed program graduates
have learned about the Deep Active Learning techniques and the FIRST principles or not, it
will also help them to evaluate if the graduates are actually able to implement the techniques
they have learned with the end learners through the reactions, initial learning and application
of the end learners about their experience of the training sessions which took place in Anwar

Resala.
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Sawaa’ed program is designed and grounded in the learner experience model
developed by SeGa, named FIRST, particularly designed as a model for the facilitation of the
Active Deep Learner Experience. FIRST model is comprised of main domains; each is
represented by one of
FIRST’s letters as follows:

F: Focusing on the learner’s behavior

I: Interacting within positive group dynamics

R: Reviewing actively

S: Sequencing activities

T: Transforming learning into performance
Accordingly, we created the in-depth interview questions and the survey questions for the
end learners using the 15 principles of the "FIRST" model in order to know their reaction,
initial learning and application on whether the trainers are implementing this model with
them or not. Before moving on to the in depth interview and survey questions, it is important

to have an overview on the FIRST 15 principles.

The model is mostly concerned with creating and maintaining an active deep learner
experience mobilized by the pivotal role of the facilitator, thus, the ultimate goal of Sawaa’ed
program becomes leveraging the skills of facilitators to be able to provide active deep
experiences for their learners. FIRST considers its five letters to represent five domains of the
learner’s experience, where each domain is further mapped to 3 principles with the associated
behavioral competencies depicted by the facilitator while facilitating trainings. For example,
F, which represents ‘Focusing on the learner’s behavior’, is further mapped to 3
competencies (detailed below) represented in:

1) ‘Individualization’ and focusing on the individual experiences and needs of learners.

2) ‘Probing and Assessing’ to monitor and support the participants’ learning through
activities and observations.

3) ‘Trust the Learner’ building on the learner's’ previous experiences and encouraging
their participation in trainings.

Moving on to the "I" in FIRST which represents "Interacting within Positive Group
Dynamics" which is mapped to:
4) ‘Social Events’ it evaluates if the trainers promote the benefit of cooperation and

learning from each other.
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5) ‘Positive Spirit’ it evaluates if the trainers foster positive feedbacks and insights,
provide positive environment, and a proper use of sense of humor.

6) ‘Motivation and Attention” which assesses if the trainers create group interactions,
use the activities, discussions, and energizers to raise the attention level of the
learners.

Moreover, the "R" in FIRST represents "Reviewing Activities within RAR (Readiness
Activity Review)" and it is mapped to:

7) ‘Readiness Increase’ which evaluates if the trainers give matching instructions to the
activity outcomes and implement grouping and pairing techniques which are
appropriate to the activity guidelines.

8) ‘Activity Facilitation’ which evaluates if the trainers help the learners through the
activities and if the activities are well explained properly.

9) ‘Review Actively’ which evaluates if the trainers are able to link the review questions
and feedback with the activities participation and also if they encourage the learners
to share their thoughts, feelings, lessons learned, and relative experiences.

Furthermore, the "S™ in FIRST refers to "Sequencing Activities within SEE (Simple,
Enjoyable, Effective)” and it is mapped to:

10) ‘Structuring and Sequencing’ which assesses if the trainers are able to utilize different
techniques in a well-structured format.

11) ‘Repetition without Boredom’ which evaluates if the trainers are able to repeat
statements in different ways and if they appreciate when the learners repeat the
information learned.

12) ‘Linking and Summarizing’ which evaluates if the trainers are able to clarify the
objectives of the activities and summarize the link between the activities and the
training goals.

Finally, the "T" in FIRST stands for "Transforming Learning into Performance" and it is
mapped to:

13) ‘Reflection on Reality’ which evaluates if the trainers increase the awareness and the
ability of the learners to focus on reflecting on their personal and professional life.

14) ‘Practicing and Experiencing’ which assesses if the trainers are able to stimulate
learning and experiences starting from note-taking to application of content in
everyday life.

15) ‘Continuity and Follow-up’ which evaluates if the trainers gave to the learner the

needed tools to use in their life.
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After briefly explaining the 15 steps of FIRST principle, it is important to highlight
how the interview questions and the online survey were extracted. The logical framework and
the FIRST principles were mainly the guides which we used to extract the questions from.
Thus, the logical framework enabled us to generate the main evaluation question from which
we were able to formulate the interview and the online survey questions. The questions
focused on evaluating if the trainers were able to implement the FIRST 15 principles in their
trainings or not. In addition, we depended on probing while asking the questions for
facilitation and to avoid the risk if the second learners do not remember or are not aware of
the FIRST principles.

The first step was to conduct face to face interviews with the two trainers, the
interview question was "How did you use the FIRST 15 principles in your recent/last training
session?". The aim of this interview question was to take into consideration their opinion
about how they have implemented the FIRST 15 principles in the last training session they
have conducted in order to relate their opinions with the answers of the second learners. It is
also a form of self-assessment for the trainers, so they would be able to reflect on their

performance in the training and realize what they missed for future improvements.

The second step was to conduct in depth interviews with the 9 chosen second learners
of the two trainers, 3 of the interviews were conducted on the phone and the other 6 were face
to face. The interview questions included 12 questions and was divided into 3 sections, every
question was followed by a why and why not question in order to have a detailed answer
from each of the second learners. Each question aims to evaluate the implementation of at
least one of the FIRST 15 principles. The first section included 4 questions about the training,
the questions were about if they liked the training, what motivated them to attend, what are
the most memorable moments for them, and what would they like to improve within the
training. The aim of the first section is to evaluate from the FIRST 15 principles mainly the:
probing and assessing, trust the learner, social event, motivation & attention and the linking
& summarizing. Moreover, the second section included 3 questions about the trainer, the
guestions were about what they liked the most about the trainer, how was this trainer
different from other trainers, and what did they like and dislike about the trainer techniques
of teaching. The aim of the second section is to evaluate from the FIRST 15 principles mainly
the: individualization, positive spirit, repetition without boredom and the readiness increase.

Finally, the third section encompasses 5 questions about the curriculum, the questions were
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about what they benefit from the class, if they felt that they had enough time to reflect on the
information they learned, what did they remember the most from the curriculum, what was
the most and the least things they understood from the curriculum, and if they felt that they
can use the information from the curriculum in their personal and practical life. The aim of
the third section is to evaluate from the FIRST 15 principles mainly the: activity facilitation,
review actively, structuring & sequencing, reflection on reality, practicing and experiencing,

and continuity and follow up. A copy of the interview questions can be found in Appendix A.

The third step was to conduct online survey after the in-depth interviews with the
second learners in order to know their overall reaction about the training, trainer and
curriculum. This step is an implementation of Kirkpatrick's first level model which is the
"Reaction” as it is essential for the evaluation. The survey link was sent by email to each of
the 9 second learners after the interviews in order for them to fill it in and submit it. The
online survey included 15 questions and the answers are scaled between: strongly agree,
agree, neutral, disagree and strongly disagree as explained above. A copy of the online survey

can be found in Appendix B, while a copy of the analysis can be found in Appendix C.

Finally, the interview with the trainers, the in-depth interview with the second
learners, and the survey answers were analyzed in order to evaluate how the Sawaa’ed
graduates have implemented the FIRST principles in their trainings and the reaction, initial
learning and application of the end learners on it. The analysis of the answers is explained in

details in the below sections.

The Selected Sample

The sample consists of nine youth and adults who were trained by two Sawaa’ed
Program Graduates from same organization which is ‘Anwar Resala’. The rationale for using
this sample is to get the last graduates from Sawaa’ed’s journey, so they are in the
implementation stage for the FIRST principles in the training sessions that they conducted in
April. Thus, we preferred to collect this sample due to the accessibility to the subjects of the
sample because of the limited time. The sample diversified according to gender to be three
males and six females ranging in age from 19 to 35. The sample is provided by the trainers,
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as they asked the end learners for whom would like to join in this evaluation and they

provided us with their Contact information.

Data Analysis

Regarding the data analysis, we used the Thematic Data Analysis techniques which is
introduced by Braun & Clarke (2006). We used MS excel to collect the data in order to
generate the initial codes and search for themes after putting the data in categories and
defining names for these themes in order to use them in writing the report. We categorized
the data in codes according to the 15 principles of FIRST as mentioned above in order to
explore how the trainers applied these principles and to figure out what they do within their
practicum part of the training. Thereby, Sawaa’ed team could use the data collected to point
out the lessons learned and generate recommendations that will help them to make further

modifications to the program in the future.

We conducted a meeting with SeGa’s manager, Sawaa'ed team, and two of the last
journey’s graduates. During this meeting, we asked them "How did you use the FIRST 15
principles in your recent/last training session?” Hence, the main objective of this meeting is
to create the questions of the interviews and the online survey and to make self-assessment

for the trainers in order to ensure validity for the data that we will collect from the field work.

Description of the Results of the Evaluation

In this section of the report, the data collected from the sample will be described and
organized under the 15 principles of trainings - FIRST principles which are explained in detail
above. Under every principle, the quantitative results will be presented and followed by a

summary of the qualitative results.

Individualization
e It was found that 66.7% of the sample strongly agreed while 33.3% agreed to the
question about the trainer's’ ability to give them suitable and proper attention on an

individual level. By this suitable and proper attention, the respondents described it as
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answering all their questions individually and giving them space for sharing their own
thoughts and feelings. Amongst the respondents, one mentioned that they felt that the
point of peak when they felt “individualization” was when the trainer himself made her
feel that he is a trainee. In other words, the respondent mentioned that the trainer was
able to connect with them. Another interviewee expressed that he felt that the trainer
cares for his thoughts and feelings. Finally, another feeling related to individualization

was the feeling of comfort and relaxation during the training.

Probing and Assessing

It was found that 66.7% of the sample strongly agreed while 33.3% agreed to the
question about the trainers’ care to ensure that the end learners are able to understand
the content. Open discussions were created during the sessions. Open discussions were
also based on the respondents sharing their own opinions and stories related to the
training topic. When they were asked about how this made them feel as trainees, most

of them described that this made them happy.

Trust the Learner

It was found that 55.6% of the sample strongly agreed while 44.4% agreed to the
question about the space provided in the training for sharing. Amongst the participants,
there was 3 end learners who mentioned that they felt encouraged, bravery, and that
they broke their shyness. They felt this bravery when they found themselves asking
questions and also sharing their own stories. Throughout the interviews, it was found
that sharing is the most mentioned positive indicator representing positive impact of
training on the end learners. Amongst the most significant effect mentioned is one
respondent who described that before training she felt that she was shy to the point that
she would always sit aside and not see herself speak up. She stated that during the
interview because of this full program and specifically the Communication Training,

her shyness was replaced by courage and eagerness to share.

Social Event

It was found that 55.6% of the sample strongly agreed while 44.4% agreed to the
trainer's’ ability to give enough space and time for the end learners to interact together.

By interaction, it is meant to share their interest about the use of activities during both
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the training sessions. Additionally, the respondents also described the activities and the
training methods as “not traditional”. When the interviewer would ask them what is
meant by “not traditional”, they would mention that in traditional training courses, there
IS & one-way communication where a trainer is ‘just stating what is in the curriculum’.
During the activities, the interviewees experienced group work in small groups.
Furthermore, the interviewees explained that working with others and using activities
to reach one goal is powerful. Powerful meant that they sense that they are all united in
the training room to reach one goal. On the other hand, as a way to improve the sense
of “unity”, some of the interviewees talked about time and that the length of the training

affects the impact it has on the interviewees.

Positive Spirit

It was found that 55.6% of the sample strongly agreed while 44.4% agreed to the
question about the trainers’ respect to different opinions, his ability to handle answers
and that he doesn't make a difference between himself and the trainees. The interviewee
responses revolved around a positive atmosphere which the trainers created throughout
the training sessions. This positive atmosphere is the reason for the encouraging,
respectful, and enthusiastic environment. Such environment was described by one
respondent as it makes him “happy” and another described it as “an atmosphere that
helps with confidence”. The sense of humor with flexible understanding rules were a
sign of respect to the end learners. For example, when a telephone rings in the training,
the trainer would ask the trainee to take it outside rather than show signs of

disappointment in public which is the common reaction for the other trainers.

Motivation and Attention

It was found that 33.3% strongly agreed while 66.7% agreed about finding motivation
from the trainer to participate and also found it easy to focus during the training. As
written in the positive spirit data description, the high level of using activities and
interactive brainstorming activities also affected the motivational spirit inside the
training session. Furthermore, there is a strong relation between the principles for
motivation and individualization, as both include high attention. The end learners
directly linked between the trainer's’ ability to pay attention and using motivational
activities inside the training sessions. Some of the interviewees described the

motivation to be directly linked to the practicality of the curriculum and the techniques
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of teaching. The Practical training methods and the content decreased the psychological
distance felt between the end learners and the trainer. In other words, there was a
balance of power between the end learners and trainer as they were sharing rather than

trainer teach trainee.

Readiness Increase

It was found that 55.6% strongly agreed while 44.4% agreed to the question about their
opinion if the trainers prepared enough prior to each activity. The interviewees shared
that both trainers would start doing activities, then they would ask the interviewees for
their opinions, feelings, and thoughts. After the activities, the trainer would explain the
objective of the activity and would actually try to reflect on what the end learners had

already shared about their perspective of the activity conducted during the training.

Activity Facilitation

It was found that 55.6 strongly agreed while 44.4% agreed to finding their trainers
helpful during activity facilitation. The interviewees did not answer directly to this
principle except by mentioning observations when the discussions and group work took
place. All interviewees mentioned that the general positive environment in the training
allows for smooth understanding of the activity. Saying so, the activity facilitation was
clear through the group activities and reflection which took place after the activity and

interactivity before the activities.

Review Actively

When asked about the consistency of trainers to conduct proper revisions about the
lessons learned after every activity, it was found that 44.4% strongly agreed, 33.3%
agreed, and finally 22.2% were neutral. The main term used by interviewees related to
this principle is the feedback and the reflection time. Again, here it was mentioned
that the short time of the training did not allow enough reflection. The Feedback was
seen as reason for a positive communication between the end learners within

themselves and the end learners along with the trainer.

Structuring and Sequencing

When asked about if there was logic in the sequence and order of activities and topics

of the training, it was found that 33.3% strongly agreed and 66.7% agreed. Throughout
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all the interviews, the topics about the logic of the training curriculum and the trainer
techniques would come out throughout the discussion as a comparison between this
training and other training principles. Through the answers of the respondents, it was
clear that the structure and the logical sequence of the training directly affects the other
principles. The four main descriptive responses when discussing the effect of

structuring and sequencing are clarity, attraction, ease, and simplicity.

Repetition without boredom

Another question is about the efficiency of repetition and the ability of the trainer to
ensure that the most important parts of the training is grasped and without boredom.
To this question, it was found that 44.4% strongly agreed, 33.3% agreed and 22.2%
were neutral. Amongst the interviewee responses, the main tool explained to be
decreasing boredom is the awareness of the trainers to deal with end learners in
different techniques with respect to their different backgrounds. Also, the indirect way
of presenting the information through extracting the knowledge from the end learners
is another element of avoiding boredom. On a final note, the short time of the training

is seen as a positive point when it comes to the absence of boredom.

Linking and Summarizing

When respondents were asked if they found enough summarizing and linking between
the different topics of training, it was found that 44.4% strongly agreed and 55.6%
agreed. The short time of the training sessions did not allow much time for linking
and summarizing. The simplicity of the training content within the short time did not
need summary as described by interviewees. On the other hand, some of the end
learners explained that the trainers linked ideas to each other and also linked the

activities with the training topics.

Reflection on Reality

The respondents were gquestioned about the opportunity they had during the training
to comment between topics and to reflect on the topic which is related to their
professional and personal life. It was found that 55.6% strongly agreed while 44.4%
agreed to the presence of these opportunities during the training sessions in a
sufficient manner. When asked about the relationship between training and how the

end learners can use what they learned in reality, the answers were very descriptive.
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Some of the respondents mentioned that what they have learned as team building,
communication, and leadership skills helped them to deal with their colleagues at
work and one respondent mentioned that it even helped her relationship with her
husband. Additionally, the results show that the training had made some end learners
question their existence in life and the meaning of their work as one mentioned “Now,
i am more sure that we need to live to do something with impact™. The time of
reflection and thinking encouraged in the training was mentioned to be taken further
outside of the training to the personal and professional lives of the end learners.

Practicing and experiencing

The respondents were also asked if they had enough space to implement the training
topics during the training itself; in other words, to learn by practice. To this question, it
was found that 55.6% strongly agreed that there was enough space while 33.3% agreed
and 11.1% were neutral. It was mentioned by one of the interviewees that if they were
allowed to take notes or if there was a PowerPoint then she would have been able to
remember more from the training sessions. On the other hand, there was always one to
two pieces of information which were most remembered amongst all the end learners.
Additionally, there was a common understanding between all respondents about the
clarity of the ‘why’ behind the topics of the trainings. For example, one of the training
sessions was about communication and teamwork skills. All the interviewees described
how they grasped why it is important to learn communication and how these skills will
make them open up to more people and especially those who come for different
backgrounds. Finally, some respondents even described behavioral change which
occurred to them and they related this change to the two training courses which were

part of these interviews.

Continuity and follow up

Finally, the last question on the survey is about if the trainers supported and gave tools
to help the end learners implement the training content after the training session. It was
found that 55.6% strongly agreed, while 33.3% agreed and 11.1 were neutral. Self-
realization is one of the common effects of the trainings which were explained in their
answers. Also, other tools of follow-up which was shared was the use of WhatsApp
phone application to allow for further space for the end learners to share their thoughts

and questions about implementing the training content in their real lives. Amongst the
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positive statement shared during in the interview is “I am able to deal better with my
boss in work and my relationship with my parents were improved”. Other interviewees
have mentioned that there is general feeling that they still take to their professional and
personal lives what they have learned in the trainings but at the same time they are

unable to relate to specific training tools.

Evaluation of Results

After describing the data collected, in this section there will be an evaluation of results
interpreting the quantitative and qualitative data from the interviewees. This evaluation will
include three parts. First, the evaluation will compare between what the two trainers have said
about themselves after taking the Sawaae’d TOT and how their end learners viewed them.
Secondly, during the quantitative data collection, direct questions are asked about the 15
principles. On the other hand, collection of the qualitative data during interviews was
conducted through using general questions as mentioned above. In this report, the results will
be evaluated in relation to these five main areas. Finally, the evaluation will be related to the
logic model which was created with SeGa and Sawaae’d team’s during the first initial

workshops of this assignment. A copy of the logic model can be found in Appendix D.

Comparison between the End Learners and the Trainers Opinions

The end learners and the trainer's opinions were similar in the main fact that after
Sawaa’ed, the trainer had developed into being a facilitator rather than being a traditional
trainer. Again, the word traditional is used by the end learners as an unlike condition which is
related to the one-way method of teaching where the end learners only gets to listen during
class and their level of interactivity is very minimal. From the side of the trainers, they
mentioned that “Before Sawaa’ed, we focused on having trainers, while after Sawaa’ed we are
focusing on having facilitators”. The full perspective of the trainers themselves changed and

they learned new perspectives when it comes to being instructors.

The trainers’ interviews showed that they use a mixture of the FIRST principles and
do not use all of them. For both trainers, the understanding of different backgrounds of the end
learners was important; thus, the training is seen as a group activity with respect to individual

differences. This relates to and impacts all of the 15 principle of FIRST. Furthermore, the use
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of the activities and the interactive discussions were also highlighted as the approach which
both the end learners and trainers found to be positive and also empowering. As some of the
end learners have mentioned, the activities and open discussions made them speak about their
opinions freely even if this was not their common behavior before the training. The trainers

realize well the positive effect of this tool.

Moreover, when it comes to the effect of the training on the real life of the end learners,
both trainers paid attention to reflecting during the training where the end learners connected
between the training topics and their personal and professional lives. Amongst the techniques
for further follow up after training, WhatsApp was used. From the side of the end learners, the
main effect of the training was most of a general feeling rather than a specific tool which they
go back to after the training. The general feeling was most evident when interviewers would
ask the end learners for specific examples related to the relation between the training topics
and their real life, and the answers would revolve around feelings and general behaviors which
the end learners state is because of what they have learned in their trainings about
communication and team building. Amongst these general behaviors is the communication
with colleagues at work and the techniques of leading a team. Some of the end learners are
leaders of activities and after their trainings they were able to easily remember the techniques

of effective communication from the training and use these techniques with their teams.

Finally, as a concluding point, the trainers were part of a full training program called
the Leadership. This allowed the end learners to compare between the two graduates of
Sawaa’ed and other trainers. Eight out of nine respondents mentioned strongly that these
trainers were different than others even though they had limited time in their training
sessions. Each training was approximately three hours. This comparison is significant in the
light that the end learners shared that these trainings had positive impact on their lives. As

some stated, they had positive change of behavior with spouse, parents, and team members

Five Main Effects of FIRST principles

Moving to the second part of this evaluation, there are five main areas which the
interview questions revolved around. The five main areas are also the categories by which the
interviewees formed their reactions and initial learning and application of the training
courses, thus these are the effects of the Sawaa’ed TOT on second learners when asked about

their reactions, initial learning and application about:
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o Understanding and Grasping of Knowledge

e Memory of knowledge

o Reflection and Analysis of the knowledge

« Connection to practical world (personal and professional lives)

« Motivation during training and use of knowledge after training

The five aforementioned areas were intended to be treated as independent and different
effects of the Sawaa’ed TOT on second learners. It was found that these areas interrelated and
thus the evaluation will be referring to the five effects in an integrated manner. Understanding
and grasping of knowledge is a common need for the end learners when they choose to attend
a training. The FIRST model contains principles which is found to be working on two levels:
clarifying information ensuring it is understood, and using set of techniques in order to make
this information deeply grasped. Amongst the replies, the common two techniques which
affected understanding and grasping of information is feedback from trainer along with other
learners and the opportunity for sharing given to the end learners. 6 of the 15 FIRST principles
are related to the concept of sharing and concept of reflection. Individualization, Probing and
Assessing and Trust the Learner were emphasized through the space and opportunity of sharing
during the trainings. Furthermore, Motivation and Attention, Activity Facilitation and
Reflection on Reality revolve around the usage of reflection and analysis during the trainings.
This implies that the understanding and grasping of training content is closely related to the

space for reflection and analysis given by the trainer.

The steps of reflection enable the training courses to enhance a learning environment
(Gibbs?> Model of Reflection, 1988). According to this model the recipient experiences
continuous stages of describing - sharing one's thoughts and feelings - evaluating - analyzing -
reach conclusion and forming action plan with considering new situation. The cycle is non-

stop.

2*Gibbs’ (1988) reflective cycle is an effective tool to reflect after the event on ‘critical’ incidents; those
events that have had a profound negative or positive impact on you — learning by doing. These can be
events that have occurred in learning, practical or personal areas” (Gaynor, Andrea and the Learning
Quality Support Unit, 2013)
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Gibbs" model of reflection (1988)

Description
What happened? \

Action Plan Feelings
If it arose again, What were you
what wiould you do? thinking and feeling?
Conclusion Ewvaluation
What else could you What was good and
have done? bad about the

ExpErience?

k Analysis
What sense can you

make of the situation?

The GIBBS Model besides the aforementioned FIRST principles bring us to the respect
of differences between individuals even if they are in a group setting. When reflections sessions
are used during training courses, the end learners feel that their personal differences are
respected. In the same time, the end learners talked about their joy when working in groups
and feeling united to reach one goal. This implies that the balance between creating the sense
of community within the training while respecting individual differences is needed to affect
learners positively.

Moving on, another area is the connection to the practical world (personal and
professional lives) of the end learners. This connection between the training and practical life
was found to be significant because the end learners would feel attentive during full training.
As one of the trainer stated that usually it is challenging to have someone focus with you from
beginning to the end of the training but when the training was related to my everyday work my
brain was 100% attentive. The trainers were able to describe the change in the end learner’s
behavior. Even though this evaluation project does not cover the effect of Sawaae’d program
on the behaviors of the second learners, it was presented by some of the interviewees that they
changed their work strategies because of what they have learned with both trainers who are
part of this evaluation sample. Moreover, another significant effect of linking to the real world
is the feeling of the end learners towards the trainer as someone who understands what they go
through. In other words, the credibility of the trainer increases tremendously when the end

learner feels that the training content is related to their everyday life. As mentioned above, this
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is one of the characteristics of Adult Learning principles. There are several models of adult

learning, below is one of them:?

his/her social roles.

KNOWLES’
4 PRINCIPLES OF ANDRAGOGY

[

INVOLVED ADULT /—\o
LEARNERS

Adults need to be
involved in the planning

ADULT LEARNERS’
EXPERIENCE

Experience (including
mistakes) provides the basis
for the learning activities.

and evaluation of their
Instruction.

In 1984,

Knowles suggested
4 principles that are
applied to adult learning:

0 RELEVANCE & IMPACT
TO LEARNERS' LIVES
Adults are most interested
in learning subjects that
\/ have immediate relevance

and impact to their job or
personal life.

PROBLEM-CENTERED

Adult leaming is
problem-centered rather
than content-oriented.
(Kearsley, 2010)

Another effect of the sharing and feedback is also related to the self-esteem of the end
learners. As adult learners, it is important to work with adults on self-motivation and self-
realization (Principles of Adult Learning, Solution Design Group IT consulting and Custom
Application Development Firm.)

Furthermore, the general atmosphere of the training is another topic highlighted by the
end learners. The Positive Spirit, Social Event, and Motivation and Attention Principles are all
interrelated. The end learners were unable to recall specific tools with specific effects, but they
were able to state general feelings of comfort and happiness created in the training. This general
atmosphere is what's in the memory of the end learners. Along with comfort and happiness this
atmosphere was also described as respectful and encouraging. Creating these positive feelings
led to the ability of the end learners to implement what they learned in practical life even if
they do not remember labels or names of specific tools. The trainers of this sample took the
training courses which we evaluate around one month and a half ago. Saying so, in the
recommendations below, we include methods of developing end learner evaluations in ways

to ensure tools are used by Sawaa’ed graduate. Usage of tools is not only benefit from

3 “Malcolm Shepherd Knowles (1913 — 1997) was an American educator well known for the use of the
term Andragogy as synonymous to the adult education. According Malcolm Knowles, andragogy is
the art and science of adult learning; thus, andragogy refers to any form of adult learning. (Kearsley,
2010).
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evaluation recommendations mentioned below, rather it is also tool to understand effect on end

learner and start highlighting potential impact.

On a final note in this section, the least effect which was mentioned during training is
the maintenance of memory of specific topics within the curriculum. Again, the positive part
of positive atmosphere is remembering the concepts in general, but on the other hand the
challenge is ensuring content being trained about sticks to the trainers’ memory. From every
training, we evaluated only one to two specific pieces of information were shared by the
interviewees followed by their inability to remember more. Points of improvement in this part

will be included in the recommendations below.

Evaluation of Results in relation to the Logic Model Outcome
During this evaluation, we worked on the short-term outcome of giving mentorship
and training sessions to trainers who work within the humanitarian field. In the logic model,
the short-term outcome is expected to take place within 1-3 months of receiving and
graduating from the TOT. During the logic model workshop, the following outcomes were
presented by the SeGa, Sawaae’d team:
1. Learning basic facilitation and design skills
2. Feel responsible to implement Sawaae’d approaches through one's work in the
field of community training courses.
3. Beaware, manage, and facilitate interactive learning activities.
4. Enhance the quality of designing and facilitating community learning
experiences.
5. The ability to use different active deep learning concepts and tools to achieve
a deeper sustainable outcome through the educational process.
6. Design curricula and training sessions using active deep learning tools and

techniques.

For the six outcomes aforementioned, the evaluation showed that the Sawaae’d
graduates in this sample achieved the first four points while the last two were beyond their
scope. Outcomes 1 to 4 are mainly achieved through the interactivity and activities which the
end learners mentioned that they have experienced during the training. Also, the sense of group

work where the end learners stated that they ‘get knowledge from each other’ is a factor which
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shows that the trainers implemented Sawaae’d deep active learning values on the level of the
full team, thus leading to a learning environment. In the same time, it is worth mentioning that
the credibility of the trainers is a major factor to ensure that the training courses are interactive,
accepted by trainers and built values inside of them such as voicing one’s opinion, sharing
knowledge and working as a team. Credibility was mainly described as the feeling of the end

learner that the trainer is ‘one of them’ and is able to relate to his or her personal life.

On the other hand, in order to achieve outcome five and six there needs to be
consideration to several factors. One of the factors is the time of the training. Both trainers
conducted 3 hours' workshops as a part of a bigger leadership program. Since the time is too
short, there cannot be proper conclusion regarding outcome five and six. Additionally, there is
the absence of documentation and/or presentations which the end learners can walk away with
in order to ensure continuity and follow up. Amongst the 15 FIRST principles, there is a need
to emphasize on the Linking and Summarizing principle because in order to ‘achieve a deeper
a sustainable outcome’. Again the general feeling of benefiting and implementing values from
the training took place, but the amount of specific topics with scientific techniques which
trainers still remember is minimal. When it comes to curriculum designs, it is needed to focus
on the length of the training and thus ensures that a variety of training courses are included in
future evaluations. By variety of training courses, it is meant short term and long term training

courses with diverse curricula.

The Challenges and the Cultural and Ethical issues

In the light of what Rossi et al. (2003) illustrated for cultural and ethical issues, we sent
a request to the IRB with the interview and survey questions that we formed and we started
conducting the interviews and surveys only we got an approval from them. Also, we made sure
to explain the consent form to every interviewee and ask them to read it and sign it if they agree
with it. Regarding the evaluation process, we had a meeting with each other to discuss how we
are going to conduct the analysis in order to avoid twisting the truth when analyzing the results.
Additionally, we shared with Sega team our timeline and what we are capable of doing at the
first meeting with them in order not to make promises that we will not be able to keep.
Moreover, we insisted to have an introductory meeting with SeGa team to gather with the

stakeholders and ask about their responsibilities, so we would know who to seek for each issue
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and to avoid any misunderstanding about their responsibilities. Furthermore, we were very

cautious about avoiding any personal biases while conducting the interviews and to respect the

security, dignity, and self-worth of the respondents in order to ensure honesty and integrity of
the entire evaluation process. However, we faced many challenges during collecting the sample
due to the application of qualitative approach which are:

. Expensive: Some interviewees did not show up for the meetings, so we had to make
the interview on phone.

. Time-consuming: we had to make many phone calls to arrange the meetings with the
interviewees and to encourage them to fill-in the survey.

. Difficult to generalize: the sample size is small and is different for the two graduates.

. Difficult to analyze (disparities in data): the data is difficult analyze because we have
read and reread it several times to put them in themes and every time we have to revisit
the FIRST principle to ensure that we are on the same ground and to have unified
understanding for FIRST, as they have confusing definitions.

. Research team competencies (interviewing, coding): we did the interviews either on
phone or face-to-face regarding the suitability to each one of use, but the coding was

made collectively with Sega team after discussing with them the results.

Recommendations

While conducting this evaluation project, we were piloting the efficiency of including the
second learners into the program evaluation and assessment of Sawaa’ed project. The
following recommendations are formed in order to ensure further evaluation with the second
learners and with considerations to the challenges and the lessons learned in this pilot. Before
listing the recommendations, it is important to share that the evaluation of Sawaa’ed’s project
outcomes are not holistic without including the second learners’ opinions. According to SeGa
logic model, the outcomes which are intended to be achieved through Sawaa’ed project are in
brief to promote and enhance the learning experiences of the end learners through deep
learning. In order to ensure that this outcome is achieved, the end learners are encouraged to
be part of the evaluation. Below are main and sub recommendations.

e [tis recommended to start an evaluation system with the end learners of Sawaa’ed

Project:
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o

Create a practical and simple evaluation templates and tools for this evaluation
while monitoring its implementation by the trainer who took the TOT with
Sawaa’ed in a timely manner. The time recommended is the end of every
session or every week of the training.

Encourage trainers to label the tools and techniques they are using in the
training, especially if they train an audience who are in leading positions
because they have the ability to impact others in work environments in a direct
or indirect manner.

Encourage trainers to have a proper and clear documentation given to the end
learners when they end the training.

Consider strengthening the topic of documentation and the content of the
presentation during Sawaa’ed TOT. Most end learners mentioned that clear
documentation and presentation were missing.

This evaluation was pilot with total of 9 members, for the future ensure that
the sample number is bigger and as diverse as possible.

It is recommended to keep evaluating the reaction level of Kirkpatrick's model
of evaluation. When this evaluation system is in place and the reaction is well
grasped by the project staff or evaluators, then it is recommended to start
evaluating the learning and the behavior of the end learners. The logic model
of SeGa shows that the long term outcome is to have an effect on the
behaviors and to create deep learning experiences. Saying so, it is highly
recommended to create this system slowly while grasping each level carefully.
Hire an evaluation expert who would also build capacity of the staff while
implementing an evaluation system in order to leave the team with the skills
and the techniques that they can use later.

It is highly recommended to use participatory approach with Sawaa’ed
graduates to ensure that they are on board with the idea of this second learner
evaluation in order to not feel monitored; thus, this can affect their
performance. In the same time, this will increase accountability towards the
trainers.

It is also recommended that the results of the evaluation with end learners to be
communicated with Sawaa’ed graduates to maintain an effective learning
environment. This is recommended based on the long term outcome in the logic

model which states that “Promote better learning concepts in the society”. In
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order to work on this promotion and ensure that learning is taking place, the
evaluation results should be communicated to the trainer to further improve his

or her interventions through trainings.

o Recommendations related to the implementation of FIRST principles:

o

The Summarizing and Linking principle needs to be emphasized with the
trainers because it was mentioned clearly during the interviews that the short
time of the training did not allow for proper summarizing and linking.

The Sawaa'ed TOT can also include information about settings and logistics
related to the training. For example, the short timing of the trainings was
mentioned by many interviewees as a reason for not gaining enough knowledge
about the topic. Both of the trainings evaluated were three hours long. In the
same time also some interviewees mentioned that they have concerns about the
setting of the trainings. In some situations, setting and logistics can make a
difference in the efficiency of the FIRST principles implementation.

In order to capture the effect of the FIRST principles, indirect methods of
expression are needed to be considered. For example, using the photo voice
where the interviewees are encouraged to take pictures as answers to specific
questions or topics given by the evaluator can be an effective way to express
their feelings. This recommendation is based on our own experience in this
evaluation. When we asked the end learners general questions and allowed them
to share and speak openly, they were able to remember more and analyze while
they were in the interview.

Understand more about the nature of the second learners and tailor TOT
accordingly. For example, the trainer should be aware about the age and gender
of the end learners who are going to attend the training course. This is important
because there could be a need to tailor the FIRST principles in order to make an
effect on the end learners according to age and gender. In other words, Sawaa’ed
program needs to consider the end learner as the main point of departure, who
has the lead role in the training sessions. For example, the trainers who work
with refugees will use FIRST differently than the trainers who work with
orphaned children.

As a part of the Continuity and Follow up, there is a recommendation to discuss

the expectation management with the trainers before graduation. This is because
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when working in the development field the end learner can be a dependable
individual with different types of vulnerabilities. Managing expectations needs
to discussed especially that follow up and continuity is about maintaining the
communication with the end learners after the training. Again for this
recommendation, the documentation, tools and application given to the trainees
at end of the training are efficient and could cause sustainable and practical
effect. It is important to think about the use of technology to maintain continuity
and follow up while managing expectation and protection of the second learner.
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Appendix A

Interviews Questions Guide

Name of Interviewee:

Place:

Time:

About the Class

1.

2
3.
4

Did you like the class? Why or Why not?

. What motivated you in the class? Why?

What are the most memorable moments for you during the class? Why?

. What would you improve within the class? Why?

About the Trainer

S.
6.
7.

What do you like the most about the trainer? Why?
How is this teacher different from the other trainers? Why?
Did you like the trainer techniques of teaching?
a. Please specify what you liked the most and what you disliked the most

About the Curriculum

10.

11.

12.

What did you benefit from this class (personally/professionally)?

Did you feel you had enough time to reflect/analyze on the information you learned
during the class? How?

What did you remember the most from the curriculum which was taught in class?
Why?

Did you Understand/Grasp the Knowledge in the Curriculum? Please specify what

was the most understandable and what was the least understandable? Why?
Did you feel that you can use the information in the curriculum in your practical life

(personal/professional)? Why?
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/Multiple
choices<l_hay)

e Strongly disagree

e Disagree
e Neutral
e Agree

e Strongly agree

Appendix B

Online Survey

Js«d/Questions

Syl o) Y g

Did you find that the trainer give you suitable and
proper attention on an individual level during the

session?

e un g0 Caagd il o U e ) (e pasa Sn s da
Sy il

Did you find that the trainer ensures that you are able

to understand the content?

S AY) Cyaiall A Capat g @l y & LS Aalie Coaa s Ja
Did you find space where you could share your
opinions and add value to other trainees?

COmAY) Gu el ae Jeléti da 8 Ciaa g Ja
Did you find an opportunity to interact with the other

trainees?

38

IPrinciplesiasal
eyl

Individualization

M\ (:J)Sﬂ\

Probing and

Assessing

alzial) 8 4al)

Trust the Learner

ch'.'\;\ Gas

Saocial Events

Al s

Positive Spirit
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Did you find that the trainer respect different opinions

and use positive comments with the trainees?

Sy pail) oL agiia Jundi g ol JLES @il ) (e quandi Caxa g Ja
Did you find that the trainer motivate you to
participate and help you to stay focused during the

training session?

v il c«\.\'&\.la\.&;dsa.\\mdﬁt_w\.migpﬁuhj&
Did you find that the trainer is prepared enough prior

to each activity?

Sl oL Labas JS IR G aall (e sac b Caa g Ja
Did you find any help from the trainer to facilitate
each activity during the training session?

S yatl) oL Jalis IS ey aldisal) (g al) e daal jo Chasn g Ja
Did you find that the trainer conducts proper revisions

about the lessons learned after every activity?

uluia s Jgms il Cile guia ga g Adadil i 5 i g Ja
Did you find that there was a logic in the sequence and
order of activities and topics of the training?

il 5 sina i daled) ol aY) e aslis i S cany da
Did you find that there is a repetition and emphasizing

on the most important parts of the training?

39

oLuiiy| 8)});\53.\” 1

Motivation and
Attention

Lalaall Al \d

Readiness

Increase

Ll Prrey] A

Activity
Facilitation

LU daal 5 q

Review Actively

Ay Judocil ).

Structuring and

Sequencing

Jle 3 i sl V)
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Sl Gile gum ga (o day g Anal e Can g Ja
Did you find that there is enough summarizing and

linking between the different topics of the training?

il e g sy oy 5 @l i) oL B 8 Caaa g Ja
(‘Lﬂﬂ.:\A }i dlac é\}j
Did you find a chance during the training to comment

between topics and to reflect on the topic?

Saialat La (Guat il oL Aalise Chaa g Ja
Did you find enough space to implement the training

topics during the training itself?

Lo el oyl Bae sy Jayladi g ae sy pail) ol caaa  Ja
a5l oLl day Atialas

Did you find that the trainer support and give tools to
help you implement the training content after the

training session?

40

Repetition

Without Boredom

oapalill g Loy )l

Linking and

Summarizing

Al e ey

Reflection on

Reality

s lal) iglas

Practicing and

Experiencing

) _aiuY g aliall

Continuity and

Follow-up

VY

'Y

V¢

Yo
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Appendix C
Analysis of Online Survey (Ordered as in Appendix B)

Blue: Strongly Agree /Red: Agree /Yellow: Neutral /Green: Disagree /Violet: Strongly Disagree

9 responses

@ = Gl

@ H

@ -

@ &l =

@ L) Gl e

Py 3l e puin ga Cragh @l (ge K o paall (e a ya Ciaa g o

9 responses
@ sl Gl
® F

@ s
@ D) il 2

oA G piall Aad Canad g ol ol LT dalie a5 Ja

9 responses

@ b .

@ i

0 e

@ & =

@ DL Gl 2
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S el 5 el Adan) e alastl 5 o 30 o) jial iy Ja

9 responses

@ sl Gl

® &

@ y-.

O .=

@ k) il 2

9 responses

@ 5o 3.

@ H.

O o
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@ Dk Gl e

ey il L Jaldis J€ Aty J Cuilia jagat Caa g Ja

9 responses

@ s Gil

® E

0 -

® Hi. e

@ D) 3w 2
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?ngg_pﬁﬂaﬁﬂiﬁhd;hﬂj:ﬂjhﬁ&h!gﬁﬁlg‘@;ﬁiﬁa;jd&

9 responses

@ 5o il
@&

® G e

@ DL G e

'?t._'g‘}ﬁlahﬁi.l:uﬁdsmijwle‘)ﬂluhh1yﬁhjdﬁ
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0 ulia g Jgus oy il Cile guin ga g il i 5 Ciaa g A
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@ sl il
@ i
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@ k) Gl s

Tl (5 sina A dalgll o) 3l o asls, ) S5 g Ja

9 responses

[ JEETT M

® #.

[ TR

O G =

@ Dk . e

fw )l Cile g e C oy g Aaal je Caa g s

9 responses

@ sl Gl

® G

@ Gl e

@ DL Gl 2

44



Final Report for SeGa Evaluation 45

9 responses
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L ogical Framework
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Learning
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- Learning
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Learning
project
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Student
activities

- NGOs

[partners

Strategies

Providing
Training
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5 days training,
every day 5
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Follow up
mentoring &

coaching

5 weeks
mentoring &
coaching &
follow-up with
participants

Mentoring,
coaching and
following up
with
participants is
conducted.
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Appendix E

Documentation of Informed Consent for Participation in Research Study

Project Title: Evaluation with Second Learners of Trainers Graduated from Sawaa’ed

program

Principal Investigators: Rasha Salem, rashasalem@aucegypt.edu. 01000622924; Dina
Abdelhafez, 01004377030, dinayoussef@auceqypt.edu. Nada Shalabi,
nada shalabi@auceqypt.edu, 01011431401.

You are being asked to participate in a research on the experiences of trainers teaching the
curriculum for team building or personality types based on Sawaa’ed program principles of
training. The purpose of this study is to assess how being a trainee for this course impacted
you personally and to understand your views of the training format and content. The findings

may be published and presented. The interview should take about 45 minutes.

The procedures of the research will be as follows: You will be asked questions about your
experiences as a trainee in the team building or personality types training. Your interview

will be documented through note taking.

There are no risks or discomforts associated with this research. The research may benefit
you by giving you an opportunity to reflect on your experience as a trainee. Your
participation will benefit other trainers, NGO staff field worker and NGO management by
helping to improve the impact of the Training of Trainers which Sawaa’ed Program conducts

with trainers who teach you topics such as Team Building and Personality Types.

The information you provide for purposes of this research is confidential. The interview
transcript will not include your name and the notes will be given to Sawaa’ed program staff.
The only person who will be able to identify your responses is the interviewer and she will
not reveal your name to anyone else. You will not be identified in any description or
publication of this research. Only the researchers will have access to your transcript and it

will be kept in a locked file.

For questions or concerns about the research, please contact the principal investigators:
Rasha Salem, rashasalem@aucegypt.edu. 01000622924; Dina Abdelhafez, 01004377030,
dinayoussef@aucegypt.edu. Nada Shalaby, nada_shalabi@aucegypt.edu, 01011431401.
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Participation in this study is voluntary. Refusal to participate will involve no penalty or loss
of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled. You may discontinue participation at any
time without penalty or the loss of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled.

Interviewee Signature

Printed Name

Interviewer Signature

Date
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